
What’s Inside  

    For:

Your Home

Our Community

Your Savings

1

RTN Member 
Newsletter

Spring 2023

rtnWork. Home. Life.

Do You Have the Right Insurance 
Coverage?  

Life can change in an instant. To protect your loved ones and 

most valuable assets from life’s twists and turns, make sure 

you have the right insurance coverage. !e specialists at RTN 

Insurance Agency can help you find the policies that best suit 

your needs. !ey will research and compare options so you 

can select the coverage that provides the best value. For a free 

quote, visit rtn.org or call 781-736-9998. 

Great Rates on RTN Savings Certificates
Higher savings rates make this a great time to open an RTN 

Savings Certificate. We offer certificates at a variety of rates and 

terms, many with only a $1,000 minimum balance. 

For information, visit rtn.org or call Member Services 

at 781-736-9900.

Help Us Help Others 

If you look around, you 
can find kindness everywhere, 
even on a t-shirt. Case in point: 
our new Be Kind t-shirts! 

Designed to promote goodwill, 
the t-shirts sport a simple but 
inspirational message—

to be kind. These motivating t-shirts are available at RTN 
community branches with a donation to the RTN GoodWorks 
Foundation, our 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable foundation.

As the fundraising arm of the Credit Union, the Foundation 
exists to help us help those in need. Specific areas of focus 
include helping homeless kids and their families, supporting 
local food pantries and organizations to relieve food insecurity 
and bringing financial education to young people and seniors 
to improve financial health. Since its inception in 2011, the 
Foundation has donated more than $235,000 to support non-
profits in RTN communities.

You can help us spread kindness while contributing to a 
good cause.  For more information, call 617-278-5620 or 
email pkerwin@rtn.org.

Get a Be Kind T-Shirt With a Donation to the RTN GoodWorks Foundation
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Set Your Home Up For a Successful Sale This Spring 
By Christopher Gentile, President and CEO, RTN Realty Advisors LLC

It seems like today’s market is always 

changing but, regionally, one thing has 

remained the same in recent years: a tight 

housing inventory. Home prices in our 

area are still higher than they were pre-

pandemic. And now, mortgage rates are 

also higher, making it more expensive for 

buyers to purchase a home. As a result, 

buyers have less money le& over for renovations. Making the 

right improvements before you list your property can pave the 

path to a successful sale. 

Which upgrades have the biggest return on investment?

• New or refinished flooring – New flooring can yield 

upwards of 300% ROI (Return On Investment)

• Landscaping – Curb appeal is a buyer’s first impression

• A fresh coat of paint – Stick with neutrals to create the 

feeling of a clean, larger space

• Updated kitchen appliances – Outdated appliances are one 

of a buyer’s biggest gripes

• Bathroom remodel – A simple refresh will do wonders

• New windows – Older windows can spell dollar signs to 

prospective buyers

• Smart home technology – Smart thermostats and lighting 

are a highly desirable yet simple upgrade

!e above list is general to the local real estate market. Every 

home is unique and the list of recommended upgrades to help 

you get top dollar should be too. At RTN Realty Advisors, our 

agents have the experience, connection and market knowledge 

to expertly guide you in preparing your home for sale. Contact 

us today to receive a no obligation property consultation  

and together we can set up your property for a successful  

sale this spring! We’re available at 844-598-9506 or visit us at 

RTNRealty.com.

Home Equities Make Sense 

A variable-rate Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC) or Fixed-Rate Home Equity Loan from 

RTN are low-cost ways for homeowners to finance a home improvement project, make a 

major purchase, consolidate debt, pay college tuition—even make a down payment on a 

second home.

With a fixed-rate home equity loan, you receive a specific sum and make the same payment on a 

regular basis. !e loan is paid in full at the end of the term.

For the first ten years, a variable-rate HELOC works like a credit card where you have the flexibility to 

use as much of the line you choose up to your credit limit. As you pay down your credit line, the funds 

become available to borrow once more. During the ten-year draw period, you make interest-only 

monthly payments on the balance and begin repayment of the loan when the draw period ends and 

you no longer have access to funds. Before the repayment period begins, you may be able to refinance 

your HELOC into a new draw period and borrow funds from your new line of credit.

RTN Realty Advisors LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of RTN and serves 
members and non-members. "ose using RTN Realty Advisors LLC can choose 
RTN for financing or seek funding elsewhere. View our affiliated business 
arrangement disclosure information at rtnrealty.com/disclosure.

Free, Fast and Simple Mortgage Preapprovals

!e first step to home ownership is obtaining a mortgage preapproval; in fact, most sellers won’t consider an offer without one.  

!e best time to apply for your preapproval is before you begin your home search, so once you find the right house, you will be in 

a strong position to purchase it. When you are ready to apply for a mortgage, it’s simple to turn your preapproval into a mortgage 

application. Preapprovals are good for three months and are easy to extend. 

For more information on preapprovals and all RTN home loan products, contact an RTN Mortgage Consultant 

at 781-736-9859 or visit rtnmortgage.org.
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For Our Community

Supporting Waltham Students

RTN and the RTN GoodWorks Foundation were proud to support Ready, Set, 

Job, an amazing event sponsored by Waltham Partnership for Youth (WPY) 

that helps Waltham High School students learn skills that will help them find 

a job. We were even prouder to receive this thank-you from WPY, which they 

posted to their Facebook page:

“One of our student leaders wrote an impassioned letter seeking donations 

so that we could offer breakfast at our annual Ready, Set, Job career readiness 

conference. In her letter, she stated ‘I believe that serving breakfast is very 

important for an event like this because a lot of youth that are involved with 

WPY come from low-income families and starting the day with some food 

would give them the opportunity to participate actively in workshops... 

When my family and I were low income, I understood the struggle of making 

ends meet and how having nutritional food would help me be energized 

throughout the day. As small as a breakfast would sound, it does create a huge 

impact for many young people.’ 

When we shared her letter with RTN Federal Credit Union, they responded 

almost immediately, not only sponsoring breakfast but sponsoring the entire 

conference! RTN also serves as one of the employer partners in our high 

school summer internship program. We are so grateful for their partnership 

and generosity!”

From April 1 through May 26, 2023, RTN will be accepting entries 

to the annual James A. Burley, Jr. Scholarship Contest. !e contest 

honors former RTN Chairman and Director James A. Burley, Jr., 

who served the Credit Union for more than 30 years.

• First place – $5,000

• Second place – $3,000

• Third place – $2,000

The contest is open to full-time college students who are RTN 

members or are dependents of members in good standing as of 

April 1, 2023. Students must complete an application and write an 

essay, which should be from 150 to 250 words, double-spaced, on 

one 8.5” x 11” page. Please send application and essay as PDF 

attachments via email to Scholarship@rtn.org no later than 4:00 

pm (EST) Friday, May 26, 2023. Applications and essays sent by 

any other method will be disqualified. Details are at rtn.org.

James A. Burley  
Scholarship Contest   2023  

Those attending will receive a $250 

closing cost credit when taking a 

mortgage with RTN. Register at rtn.org  

or call 781-736-9945.

FREE VIRTUAL

First-Time  
Home Buyers 
Seminars

THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 6-8 PM

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 6-8 PM

THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 6-8 PM

"
" I believe that serving breakfast is very important  

for an event like this because a lot of youth that are  

involved with WPY come from low-income families and 

starting the day with some food would give them the 

opportunity to participate actively in workshops...” 

- STUDENT LEADER, READY, SET, JOB PARTICIPANT

Bebelin Galvez, WPY Administrative Associate, at the Ready, Set, 
Job breakfast bar
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Make a Financial Plan to Fit Your Life    

Financial Advisor
Christine Belair, CFP®

Financial Advisor
Phillip Parziale, CFP®

Financial Advisor
Douglas Stocklan

Life changes, such as getting married or divorced, having a child, 
retiring or facing widowhood require more than emotional 
adjustment. These milestones also signal the need to review your 
financial situation and make any necessary adjustments. 

The advisors at the RTN Investment & Retirement Group* can 
assist you in preparing for your financial future. Christine Belair, 
CFP®, Phillip Parziale, CFP® and Douglas Stocklan are available 
for no-cost, no-obligation meetings to help you evaluate your 
financial situation, outline your goals, develop a plan and review 
that plan periodically to make sure you are on track financially.

For information or to schedule a complimentary consultation, 
call 781-736-9877 or make an appointment online at 
RTNInvestmentServices.org.

   * Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a 

registered investment advisor and broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance 

products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. RTN Federal Credit Union 

and RTN Investment & Retirement Services are not registered as a broker-dealer or 

investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services using 

RTN Investment & Retirement Services and may also be employees of RTN Federal Credit 

Union. These products are being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate 

entities from and not affiliates of RTN FCU or RTN Investment & Retirement Group. 

Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are:

Your Credit Union (“Financial Institution”) provides referrals to financial professionals of LPL Financial LLC (“LPL”) pursuant to an agreement that allows LPL to pay the Financial 

Institution for these referrals. This creates an incentive for the Financial Institution to make these referrals, resulting in a conflict of interest. The Financial Institution is not a current 

client of LPL for brokerage or advisory services. Please visit https://www.lpl.com/ disclosures/is-lpl-relationship-disclosure.html for more detailed information.

Not Insured by NCUA or 

Any Other Government Agency

Not Credit Union Guaranteed

Not Credit Union Deposits 

or Obligations

May Lose Value

Ten Myths of Education Savings Planning

Thursday, May 11, 6 to 7 pm

Understanding Medicare 

Wednesday, May 24, 6 to 7 pm

Understanding Your Rollover Options 

Wednesday, June 14, 6 to 7 pm

Register at RTNInvestmentServices.org 
or call 781-736-9877.

Complimentary Virtual Seminars 

Fraud and identity thefts are crimes that 

continue to grow. According to the Federal 

Trade Commission (FTC), consumers 

reported losing more than $5.8 billion to fraud 

in 2021, an increase in reported losses of more 

than 70% over 2020.  

At RTN, our members’ security is our priority. 

We will ONLY ask you to reveal your personal 

information once you have initiated contact 

with us. If you receive phone calls, emails or 

texts asking for personal account information, 

do not respond—they are scams.

Our Online Banking system uses dual 

authentication for an extra layer of security. 

We offer CardValet® for RTN VISA Debit 

cardholders, which allows them to control use 

of their card from their smartphone.

Here are ways you can protect 

your personal information:

• Sign up for account alerts. Transaction 

alerts on your account let you know when 

activity has occurred.

• Don't click on a link even if you believe 

it's from a company you know. Fake 

websites can look almost exactly like 

real ones.

• When shopping online, shop at retailers 

you know or check with the Better 

Business Bureau. If you decide to shop at 

companies you haven't purchased from 

previously, check the company with the 

Better Business Bureau before buying 

anything.

• Check a webpage’s security by making 

sure the URL starts with “https” not just 

“http.” The “s” means the site is safer and 

more secure.

Protect Your Personal 
Information


